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former was rather aristocratic; those of the latter tended to
absolute monarchy. The arbitrary power of the king was more
effectually checked by the nobles of Aragon than by the Com-
mons of Castile. For in Aragon, gentle and simple/the classes
and the masses, stood shoulder to shoulder in defence of their
common liberties. And even the great royal victory at Epila in
] 348, which crippled the power of the aristocracy, and abolished
the formal privilege of union, did not sever the bonds that held
together the knight and the burgess, the priest and the landed
proprietor, who still maintained their liberties against Peter IV.
"The aristocracy of Aragon,"1 says Senor Castelar, who is cer-
tainly no friend to aristocracies, "fought at all times, not for
power, but for popular liberty."

In Castile it was far otherwise. For there the Commons
and the king were ever united against the nobility; and the
nobles fought, not for liberty, but for personal aggrandisement.
Thus, on the whole, political life was freer and larger; the
people of all conditions were far more united in Aragon than
in Castile.

Neither state enjoyed the priceless boon of trial by jury;
but in Castile there was no Justiciary, as in Aragon, no Habeas
Corpus? no writ of Certiorari* To the CastOians was given no
General Privilege, such as was accorded to their neighbours by
Peter III. Yet the Privilege of Union, the most tremendous
power ever conceded by a king to his subjects, had its milder,
and indeed its far more practical counterpart in Castile,4 in the
Hermandades, or brotherhoods of citizens, which have already been
spoken of in treating of the turbulent reign of Ferdinand IV.5
Throughout the long and distracted reigns of John IL and
Henry IV. the Hermandad was a necessity. With the return
of good government and civil order it became superfluous; until
at length the orderly and autocratic Isabella reduced turbulent
Spain to complete submission, and replaced the old popular
brotherhoods of a harassed and distracted country by the " Holy
Brotherhood," the well-organised constabulary of a united king-
dom.

1 Castelar, Estudios Historicos, 49, 50.

2 Manifestation.                    ^Jurisjirma or Fir ma del derecho.

4 The Cortes of Castile became a Congress of Deputies from a few cities, too
limited in number and too unconnected with the territorial aristocracy to maintain
a just balance against the crown.   Hallam, Mid. Ages> il, 38.

5 The Hermandad is considered by Senor Vicente de Lafuente as among the
secret societies of Spain, partaking of the nature of freemasonry.   Hitf. Jc to$
Sociedades Secretas (Lugo, 1870), p. 44.